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RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER 

The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is to promote 

environmental stewardship 

through recreation and education 

in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

Richardson Nature Center turns 50!  

 SAVE THE DATES 
  All dates and times are subject to change based on recommendations from MDH and TRPD Superintendent  

 Volunteer Field Trip: Thursday, September 3, TBD 

 MN Naturalists’ Association Workshop: Teaching About Native Cultures & History: Monday, September 14 

Maplewood Nature Center 

 RNC 50th Anniversary Volunteer Celebration: Thursday, September 24, 4:00-8:00p.m. 

 Chairlift Rides Event: Friday, October 9, 5:00-9:00p.m. & Saturday, October 10, 3:00-8:00p.m.     

Hyland Hills Ski Area 

 MN Naturalist Association Conference: November 6-8, Long Lake Conversation Center, Palisade, MN 

 Fall Raptor Care Meeting: Thursday, November 12, 6:30-8:30p.m. 

In 2020, we will be celebrating the opening of Richardson Nature Center. A 

place that has engaged thousands in our natural world, developed 

community, and provided a place for visitors to learn, recreate, and connect 

with nature. 

Hyland Lake Park Reserve opened in October, 1964. A good part had been 

owned by James and Chester Nesbitt, brothers, who were born there.  

Richardson Nature Center opened in 1970, with the first school groups 

starting to  come in 1971. It was not until May, 1977, that it was dedicated 

as the Priscilla Morse Richardson Nature Center. The building, formerly the 

Nobbelin home, was adapted for a nature center with the inner rooms greatly 

changed and the entry way and restroom wing added. Before the 

construction began, at a meeting of architects and park officials, there was 

discussion about the basswood tree in the yard which is now a patio area. A 

quiet voice from the rear of the room said, “Keep the tree!” It was Clifton 

French, first Hennepin Parks superintendent speaking. So the elaborate box 

was built around the basswood tree with special drainage for the roots. It 

was kept, though it died later and was replaced. The nature center was 

expanded in 2001 with the addition of the lower level. (excerpts from an 

article written by Edith Grace Quam, former staff & volunteer) 

We are hoping to celebrate Richardson’s 50th Anniversary with volunteers 

and their families on Thursday, September 24, with many activities we love 

doing at the nature center. Watch for more details coming in the future. 



 Nature Musings      by Pauline Bold, Naturalist  

  

And the Red Bird Sings  
 

Laying on the grass just inside the back gate…a sign…a gift…a blessing. If 

ever one was needed, it was now. 

Spring came early this year. We needed the warmer temperatures and 

sunshine. Oh, yes, there was that “little” snowfall on Easter Sunday, but 

even that was a bit of a gift. It turned the world white and clean, if only 

for a couple of days. 

Little did we know how our world was going to be turned upside-down and 

inside-out.  

Our world as we knew it, stopped…but nature did not. There is a Sugar Maple right outside our dining room window. One 

day I was watering the plants in front of this window. Looking out, I saw a male Downy Woodpecker. He was drilling out a 

hole in one of the tree’s dying limbs! And, I think he had been at it for a few days, or more. 

He finally got to the point of being able to begin hollowing out the cavity. Every day he would peck and peck, stick his head 

in and come back out with a beak full of sawdust. With a backward flick of his head, he tossed the sawdust over his 

shoulder, with a flourish. He would repeat this motion five or six times before returning to work. 

Finally, something to not only bring a smile to my face, but to also laugh out loud. 

One day I didn’t see him. Wondered what was going on. Until I saw him stick his head out the hole, check around the area, 

and back in and out, several times again, spewing sawdust to the wind. The area around the tree for six or more feet is 

covered with a layer of sawdust. 

Just a couple of days ago the female was in the hole. She hasn’t been much help with the dig out. She would look around, 

rest her chin (do birds have chins?) on the edge of the hole, look around again, and suddenly squeezed her slightly larger 

body out the hole. The male came zooming in. They both flew up to a branch above the hole, and they had a quickie 

cloacal kiss. She flew off…he went back to work. It will be so fun to see how many little Downys will be born. 

We are all kind of stuck in a world of uncertainty, but the plants are growing, the birds are singing and getting ready to 

have their babies, and the other animals are busy mating too. 

We don’t know when life will get back to some form of normal. So, enjoy what you can. Get to know the natural neighbors 

in your yard and neighborhood. 

Mr. Cardinal has been singing the whole time I have been sitting on the deck writing this article. He and the Mrs. have 

been around most of the winter, and now the spring. Cardinals are seen as a sign from our departed parents, and bring 

comfort to our families. 

The gift I first mentioned at the beginning was one of his lovely rusty red-orange tail feathers. A sign of better things to 

come. 

Be safe. Stay healthy. And count your blessings. 

The reptiles and amphibians are doing alright. The larger toad has finished a course of 

antibiotics to treat nematode parasites. I heard the smaller toad calling from his 

enclosure! The small salamander is eating lots and growing. The large salamander is 

eating fine and the bloating has reduced. Valerie filled the outdoor pools for the turtles, 

and they have been enjoying swimming in the sunshine! The fox snake has been hyper-

alert lately - not sure what that's about. He is still loving his new rock hide. The 

bullsnake had a fun enrichment day. We will be posting a video on our Facebook page 

soon. The tree frog is eating voraciously, which is fun to watch. We will be doing another 

animal feeding over Facebook live soon and would love to have you all join us. We will 

send out an email to let you know when this will happen. Herp care people, it would be 

great if you could join us so you can help us answer viewer questions!  

Herp Update 
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 Frog and Toad Survey 
Volunteers were able to get out and conduct the 

second run of the frog and toad survey in Hyland 

Lake Park Reserve, after getting the approval to 

volunteer in April. David and Paula Ausmus 

surveyed five sites throughout the Park and 

Anderson Lakes while Leah and Josh Darst 

surveyed five wetlands near the nature center. 
 

Report from Leah and Josh: “We heard tons of 

cope's grey, some toads & chorus frogs, and one 

lone leopard frog during our survey. We also heard 

grey tree frogs. The barred owls and night crawlers 

were also super active.” 
 

Report from David and Paula: “We heard Chorus, 

Copes, and Toads at pretty much every stop and 

the loudest that I have heard them. There was one 

where we weren’t sure if we heard Chorus frogs, 

but that may have been because all of the others 

were so loud!” 

Are you looking for an outdoor activity you can take 

part in while following social distancing guidelines? 

Would you like to contribute to our understanding of 

bumble bee populations in Minnesota? There are 

two options for you in 2020. 

Minnesota Bee Atlas 

Surveying with the Minnesota Bee Atlas may be just 

the thing for you! We are looking for volunteers to 

capture, identify, and release bumble bees along an 

assigned route this summer. Volunteers should have 

basic bumble bee identification skills and commit to 

visiting their route 3 times from mid-June to 

August. Available routes can be viewed on the Bee 

Atlas website.  

In your yard or local park 

If you are sticking closer to home, you can still help. 

We are also looking for volunteers to survey in their 

local parks and gardens. You need basic bumble bee 

identification skills and a commitment to gathering 

data once a week from mid-June to August. Find out 

more by following the MN Bumble Bee Survey 

Facebook page. 

Bumble bee identification webinar 

To get these basic bumble bee identification skills, 

you can participate in a free webinar on bumble bee 

identification, It can be found on the MN Bee Atlas 

website:  

http://apps.extension.umn.edu/environment/citizen

-science/bee-at las/bumble-bees/Resources  
 

After the webinar 

Adopt a route and get materials from MN Bee 

Atlas OR follow MN Bumble Bee Survey for more 

details on how to participate close to home. More 

online help for bumble bee identification training is 

on the way to help you keep your skills sharp. 

 

 

Bumble Bee Surveys Summer at RNC 

Janet  has  been 

spending time at Gale 

Woods Farm and 

Noerenberg Gardens 

helping them with 

planting, weeding, and 

whatever else they 

need help with. She 

misses all of your 

smiling faces. 

This year, summer will look a little different than  

past summers at Richardson Nature Center. 

Programs are canceled through June 14, including 

summer camps. We will be offering a revised 

version of our traditional camps. Some will be 

family camps for adults and campers together and 

others will be traditional drop-off camps for 

campers over eight years old. All camps will be 

held entirely outdoors and include safety measures 

to protect campers and staff. 

At this time, we aren't able to use volunteers for 

our camps, but additional volunteer roles are being 

approved by the leadership team. Keep an eye out 

from the volunteer office regarding updates with 

volunteering in the Parks. 

We miss all of our volunteers and hope you are 

doing well. Please stay in touch and keep us 

updated on your summer happenings. Hope to see 

you in person soon!  

https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=347dcfcf36&e=ffaeac1a7a
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=347dcfcf36&e=ffaeac1a7a
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=53963edc0d&e=ffaeac1a7a
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=53963edc0d&e=ffaeac1a7a
http://apps.extension.umn.edu/environment/citizen-science/bee-atlas/bumble-bees/Resources
http://apps.extension.umn.edu/environment/citizen-science/bee-atlas/bumble-bees/Resources
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=28efa5e46e&e=ffaeac1a7a
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=28efa5e46e&e=ffaeac1a7a
https://umn.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f1bdb1c173d4742f560369a&id=1ac0e43045&e=ffaeac1a7a


I miss working with students together, chatting with you as you 

care for the animals, and brainstorming with you on projects 

around the nature center. I think about you all often as I go 

about my strange new normal. These days, I spend most of my 

work time planning, filming, and editing content for schools and 

for our social media community. I spend the rest of my time 

with my housemates (living with friends at the moment) and 

taking walks. I hope you all are well and finding moments of 

calm and peace in all of this. Monica 

Hi Volunteers. I hope you are staying healthy and busy during this time. As for work, I 

have mostly been at Richardson taking care of the animals. I did have a week working 

from home, as well as I spent a day at Gale Woods Farm getting my hands dirty. I had a 

great day at the farm weeding the fields and moving soil to cover the raspberry plants. 

When I am not working, I have been doing yard work, sitting on my deck enjoying the 

sun and sounds of spring, listening to great concerts that artists have been posting on 

social media, and taking my dog, Ellie, for long walks around the neighborhood. I miss 

you all and hopefully we will be back to Richardson together soon. Adam 

Quarantine at the Gams Beeson household: 

Hope this newsletter finds you all well and healthy! I have been 

busy learning new ways to provide digital programs to our 

community. I tried to be “cool” and made my first few Tik Tok 

video to send to our Olson sixth grade students and have 

enjoyed seeing how our videos on FaceBook are connecting us 

together. Personally, I have been very busy in my yard, taking 

my pup, Koda, on new long walks and Ryan and I have had a ton 

of fun cooking different meals. Our best one was a wonton soup 

recipe. Hope to be back programming with you all soon. Allie 

Hello, Volunteers. I hope everyone is doing well and 

exploring all spring has to offer. I miss seeing you and 

all you do for Richardson Nature Center. Over the last 

month or so, I have been walking in nature and going 

on many bike rides with my husband. We have covered 

many miles! I am looking forward to the warming 

weather and am counting the days until we will be able 

to see each other again! Valerie 

This is not the spring or summer that we all thought that we'd be having. We are 

doing our best to embrace the opportunities of togetherness. My boys are 

mastering the road rules of biking the city streets while there are less cars to 

contend with and having "Wolter Open School" at home. We are all trying to adapt 

and find joys in each day. I miss our RNC community and being together to see the 

spark and learning through our students' eyes. Be well! Heidi  

What staff have been up to while at home... 

I’ve been getting out on 

more walks with my dog 

to a variety of parks and 

enjoying all the “firsts” 

happening this spring. I 

miss all of you and look 

forward to seeing you 

soon! Kimi 

Check out the video Monica made showing what we have been doing: 

https://threeriversparks.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/RichardsonNatureCenter/

EVmTo7z2WjBMiQcRvb4mAjkBBZrisPdVsYMsGKK4sChYyA?e=hEqpav 
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B i l l  L u n d b e r g , 

enjoying time with 

his grandkids in the 

Exploration Area at 

RNC. 

Wendy Andersen, went walking RNC trails checking 
the bluebird boxes. She found some nestlings. 

“A scarlet tanager must have a nest in my backyard 

as I am thrilled to have her visit multiple times/day 

for a drink and a snack at the suet feeder.”  
Jean Milnor 

Moira Olson, went walking at Normandale Lake and 
saw these goose families abundantly fuzzy and happily 
occupied.   

“The white throated sparrows are back. Had about 50 in 
the yard. What a treat. The only thing is they don't sing 
much when they come through. They sure sing up North 
though. Yellow rumped and golden crowned warblers have 
been here also. We will have to go the Richardson to see 
the Osprey. We had one Bluebird egg in our boxes last 
week. Will be checking the nests this week for more. We 
miss seeing everyone but glad we can get out and bike, 
hike, and bird. Birds know no lockdown.”               
Rita and Dave Baden 

“Each day I try to walk the Richardson trails so I feel 

somewhat connected. I’m currently working on my 

third Lewis & Clark children’s pop up book which I will 

donate to their library in Great Falls.” Bruce Moulton 

Susan Hulbert went birding at Veteran's Park in 

Richfield and Dodge Nature Center in West St Paul. 

Her birding list includes: Magnolia Warblers, Palm 

Warblers, Yellow Rumps, Blue Gray Vireos, 

Chestnut Sided, Black and White, Waterthrush, 

Female Grosbeaks, Orioles, Redstarts, Kinglets, 

and of course the usual suspects: Chickadees, 

Robins, Blue Jays, Red Wing Black birds galore, 

Cardinals. 

“I am walking a lot, seeing lots of birds and spring 

flowers popping up. My garden and back yard feeders 

have fun things happening. We have a pair of wood 

ducks, mallards, a red squirrel starting a new family, 

and energetic gray squirrels running everywhere. My 

husband is making new individual cages for my future 

monarch raising efforts. Sure miss coming to the 

nature center. Hope you are all well.” 

Cyndy Darby 

Volunteers enjoying a social distance walk at 

Richardson Nature Center. Nettie Andrews, Louise 

Holden, Judy Brusseu, Kathy Smith, and Marion 

McNurlen. 

What volunteers have been up to while at home... 

Some Feeder Watch 

volunteers meet on 

Zoom: Janet and 

Jim Chandler, 

Katy Egan-Benck, 

Dee Schmalz, and 

Kathy Rivers. 



Nature Center updates  

Allie and Monica had an interview for an article about 

nature centers adapting to digital learning 

https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-lifestyle/

twin-cities-nature-centers-adopt-digital-to-keep-

informing-during-lockdown  

 

 

Two honey bee colonies were 

brought in from the 

BeeSquad. This is what they 

said, “It was an adventure 

but the bees are there and 

look great!“ They will install 

the observation hive when 

the nature center opens to 

the public. 

Conflict 101 

June 10, 2020, 10:00am-Noon 
 

In this course we will explore some of the most common ways people deal with conflict using the Thomas 

Kilmann Conflict Mode Instrument. Learn ways to adapt your dominant conflict mode to different situations, 

harness constructive conflicts in teams, and create an action plan to address conflict effectively.  
 

Intro to Prairies 

June 23, 2020, 9:00-11:00am, Crow Hassan Park Reserve 
 

Participants will hike about 2 miles and be on turf and gravel trails through our largest prairie and get to see 

prairie wildflowers, nesting birds, and learn about prairie management, reintroduction projects on Bullsnakes, 

Regal Fritillary butterflies and others.  
 

Osprey Management 

July 7, 2020, 3:30-4:30pm, Mississippi Gateway Regional Park 
 

Join Steven Hogg, for a Three Rivers Staff osprey banding. 
 

Bugs 101 

August 6, 2020, 10:00-11:30am, Eastman Nature Center 
 

This class will introduce people to the wide range of insects found in the park district, highlighting the 

butterflies, bees, and dragonflies, but will also cover beetles, flies, and other insects. 
 

Prairie Seed Collecting 

September 9, 2020, 11:00am-2:00pm, Crow Hassan Park Reserve 
 

Join wildlife staff and help restore prairie by collecting native wildflower seed and be rewarded in the peaceful 

serenity of Crow-Hassan Park Reserve. With nearly 2,000 acres of restored prairie area now managed by 

Three Rivers Park District, each seed collected helps increase the diversity of this resilient and endangered 

ecosystem.  

Three Rivers regularly offers organizational learning opportunities through Three Rivers University. In the past, 

these courses have only been offered for staff. Starting this year, we are excited to offer these courses to 

volunteers! If you are interested, a listing of courses with dates and times is below. 
 

To register for a class , for more information, or if you have questions, please contact the volunteer office. 

Space is limited. A lottery system will be used for popular courses. Some of these courses will be via Zoom. 

For these courses you will be contacted by Bethany Brewer with more information. If class locations are 

changed or a program is cancelled, you will be notified. 

Learning Opportunities 

https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-lifestyle/twin-cities-nature-centers-adopt-digital-to-keep-informing-during-lockdown
https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-lifestyle/twin-cities-nature-centers-adopt-digital-to-keep-informing-during-lockdown
https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-lifestyle/twin-cities-nature-centers-adopt-digital-to-keep-informing-during-lockdown


 7 

 

MN Naturalists’ Association Workshop n 
 

Reptiles and Amphibians of Minnesota 

Monday, June 8, Noon-4:00p.m. 

Eastman Nature Center 

Members: free Non-members: $10 
 

Minnesota is home to more than 50 species of amphibians and reptiles. During this four-hour workshop, you 

will learn more about those native species; learn tips and tricks for handling and teaching about them; learn 

survey techniques; and hear more about their captive care and veterinary needs. If your center houses 

natives, you won't want to miss this exciting educational experience. Presented by the Minnesota 

Herpetological Society. 
 

Visit http://mnnaturalists.org for more information and to register for the training. 

We start on a paved trail, past a pond where the sound of Chorus Frogs fills my 

ears…have I ever heard them this loud? I walk past the building, a building I 

know so well, onto the pavers, then left at the woodshed. A few feet in is a 

woodchip trail, better known as the Aspen Trail, a trail I have sent countless 

individuals and families on, never really knowing where I was truly sending them. 

We come up on an area, never having seen it other than in pictures, its vaguely 

familiar, however I had pictured the Nature Exploration Area different in my 

mind. There is the familiar sound of young voices, as three siblings play, while 

their mom, perched on a boulder, keeps a watchful eye on them. I never thought I would say this, but I 

have missed the sound of children’s voices, and it is a wonderful sound! We continue walking, going up a 

hill. I look down to my right, Muskrat Pond is below…I think to myself, “This is where I see people, from my 

desk, hiking and snowshoeing in the winter, wow, it’s more hilly than I had imagined.” I am getting winded, 

but I continue, as quitting is not an option. We start down a hill, at the bottom is a muddy area, with sticks 

strewn across as a make-shift bridge, beyond that a hill leading up to what I can 

guess is the Red Path Overlook. I say out loud to my walking partner, better 

known as TJ, “I can cross that, doesn’t look too hard” but TJ, the voice of 

reason, thinking of my safety, says there is another way up there, but it is up a 

really steep hill. I have come this far. Let’s go see this hill. How steep can it be? 

We cut over on a turf trail, and walk for a little while, and 

there it is, yeah, that is a steep hill! But I am determined, 

and so on we go, up the steep, steep hill…it was tough, but 

I made it. Up at the top, a much needed place to sit, with 

an awesome view of the osprey tower and nest, with a 

bonus viewing of the Ospreys! Totally worth the climb, and to my right, is what I’ve 

heard about and seen in pictures, the Red Path Overlook…yes, I’m finally here! It is 

truly a site to behold. I’m glad I didn’t give up. But what goes up, must come 

down…down the steep, steep hill we went. It was not pretty but I was able to get down 

without slipping, falling or twisting an ankle. I would consider that a success! We walk 

back the way we came, so it wasn’t the true Aspen loop, but for the first time ever 

walking a trail at Richardson, I had done it! I was proud…tired, but proud. Stay tuned 

for my next hike on…the Prairie Trail!  

 A Walk in the Park  calling    by Kari Peterson, front desk 

The steep, steep hill 

Red Path Overlook 



Richardson Nature Center 
Hyland Lake Park Reserve 

8737 East Bush Lake Road 

Bloomington, MN 55438 

 

Phone: 763.694.7676 

www.ThreeRiversParks.org 

50 Years – Is Something to Celebrate!  
by Pauline Bold, Interpretive Naturalist 

 

Where do I start? At the beginning, I guess.  
 

 I brought my daughter’s Girl Scout troop, of which I was the leader, to RNC to go snowshoeing. It was also the day I 

met Jane Votca (former Interpretive Naturalist). We got to talking afterwards, and she, of course, ended up asking if 

I would be interested in volunteering. 

 Super Sensors, a program for 4 & 5 year old children and their parents, was the first program I did. Two Saturdays a 

month. It was good experience working with groups and we had a lot of fun. 

 Walk When the Moon Is Full was started, and I have continued to do almost all of them for over 35 years. It is my 

favorite program, especially the Firefly Moon in June. It is always a magical night. It is fun getting folks out at night. 

So many have never really experienced nature by moonlight. It is a different world. Seeing moonlight shining 

through a foot of snow inside a Quinzhee, hearing night crawlers pulling dead leaves underground (sounds just like 

light raindrops), experiencing a full eclipse of the moon in the prairie, animals sounds, and best of all calling for 

Barred Owls. 

 Getting to work with all of the raptors has been an amazing experience. Starting out with Amadeus, the Barred Owl, 

our first raptor. He was such a calm owl, and perfect for learning how to handle and program with him was a dream. 

A year later, we got the Red-tailed Hawk, aka Spike. He was a lot different than Amadeus, to say the least. Being an 

imprinted bird, instead of an injured one, provided lots of interesting situations. Spring behaviors, training him to be 

free-flighted, getting yoke from a chick flung in my face, and eye, while feeding him, and the two times he got a way 

from us. The second being the most unbelievable experience ever. As much as I didn’t really like flying him, the first 

time I actually shut my eyes as he came down over the seats on the old deck, feet wide open out in front of him, 

and me sure he was going to land on my face! He didn’t, he landed on the glove just fine. But after being on the 

loose for 11 days, he came back to the nature center. I was on hawk watch that day. When I finally had him in the 

Basswood tree in the upper courtyard, that flight training came in real handy. Even after 15 years of not flying him. 

He couldn’t have made a more perfect landing. And the old guy is still with us! 

 I was hired to do birthday parties. But one day got a call from Nancy Harger, former Outdoor Education Supervisor. 

She wanted to know if I would be interested in a part time, 6 month, temporary job. She didn’t have to ask twice. I 

quit a full time, benefited job, that kept me in an office all day, and have worked here ever since in one way or 

another. 

 School programs turned out to be another source of increasing my naturalist talents. Pond studies, prairie 

exploration, Native American lessons, survival experiences, ice harvesting, and many more. In all kinds of weather. 

 Halloween programs were a lot of work, but a lot of fun! The craziest one was when we did The Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow. The “headless horseman”, not a park employee, had imbibed a bit too much and fell off his horse. Every year 

the program changed and we had the chance to be so creative. 

 And meeting and working with staff, volunteers, and public has given me many wonderful friends. Nature loving 

people are the best! 

I could go on and on, but won’t. RNC has provided me with a lifetime and beyond of stories. Many of which I have been 

writing about. And there are many more to come of that I am sure. 

Thanks for the memories, Pauline 


